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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEFARTMENEQRR R AMERICAN CONSULATE
Lagos, Nigeria
June 2, 1942

My dearest love, L%/(,“g/_qa

How time does go by! Looking forward, it seems impossible
for me to wait for six months, but now seven months have gone by
since you left Lisbon, and I am still alive, still loving you, and
still determined to make you mine. I know, as I have always Known,
that nothing but death or your chenzing your mind would prevent me

e B omo s King - pou-miney - so-E-hope; my-derting; ~that—you #re perfectly
calm and serene on that point. I am yours always snd forever, if
vou will have me. I love and adore you, and nothing can change that.

For once there is something to tell you, Last week:endy
I went to Accra to deliwer Andy his confidentiel ciphers, which have
been in our safe until Andy received one from Washington. e got
his telegrem on Thursday, and I decided to wangle a trip out of it
if possible, since I heve alwavs wanted to see Accra, and egrecially
to have another tslk with Andy agrin. The Boss made no objecticns,
s0 Saturdayv morning I went out to the sirport and enplaned for Accrs,
I don't know whether vyou have seen any of the DC 3's they have
fixed up for service on this run. Instead of the luxurious fittings
and comfortable seats common on the domestic and trans-Atlantic
planes, these have only sluminum benches arrsnged agzeinst the wall,
facing each other, as 1n a subway car. There are no backs to them
at #11; in fact, it appears to be scientifically erranged to be as
uncomfortable as possible. After I had been on the plane for an
hour#, I was very gled that I didn't have to tmke a very long trip.
I understend that, on long trips, the smart boys stretch out on the
floor; it's much more comfortable.

Although the weather was bad a2nd the sir a little bunpy,
the trip to Accra was uneventful. Andy was at the airport to meet
me, and we went to his house after the immigration &nd customs for-
malities were disposed. I didn't have the good fortune to meet the
of ficer who has won immortal fame by recuiring the dog of the Amer=-
icen High Commissioner to India, Mr. Wilson, to be finger-printed
when he arrived in Acera. I think that probebly is an all-time high
in something or other. The man was tight, of course. Once at Andy's
he showed me the house and Consulate, which asre in the same building.
Then we started talking. I think I mentioned to you before that
while 4ndy was here, he and I used to talk for hours. DNow, having so
long a time to make up for, we reslly out-did ourselves., We discussed
virtually every imaginable subject #of interest in this line of work,
and of course there are a lot of them. We ranged the field from
military strategy to raw material producbion. As & have said before,
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Andy 1s a very forceful character. He has strong views and dcesn't
hesitate to express them, even though they may be unpleasant to
the person he is talking to. I suppose his stories of the various
verbal duels he has had with the Gold Coast officials and others
lose nothing in the telling, but nevertheless I am sure the he hes
really been brutelly frank at times. This is all very fine, since .
on occasion 1t is necessary to be brutelly frank. One of my greatest
defects is that I can't bear to be unpleasant with people. Further-
amore, I can ususlly understand and sympathize with their point of
. view. Consegquently, if I were in “Accra, I might be more popular
with the officials, but I would probably not protect and further
American interests as well., I hope you know these faults of mine,
dearest; otherwise, vou mey be disappointed later. I like to think
maybe you will keep on loving me even when you know more of them
than you already do. On the whole, though, vou got to know me _
pretty well in Lisbon, and I guess vou saw me under almost every
circumstance there. We agreed that we were mice, and that we would
20 on to lead a culet existence, even if it might be descrived as
"bourgeois" by the advanced thinkers. .

Saturday evening we had a cuiet dinner with the two Barber
Line sgents who happen to be there now. The General &xmmk Motor’s
man was also there; he is the one who conducted the preliminery
negotiations for my car. The evening was undistinguished, but when
they had gone, Andy and I continued talking until 3:15, when we
stopped more because of sheer exhaustion than because we had run out
of things to say. Sunday for lunch Lt. Col. Kemp, who is the com=-
manding officer of the Ferry Command out here,ceme to lunch together
with & local official and Major Geisendorf, who was in Lagos for
some time. Col. Kemp is @ polished gentleman who has a great talent
for mixing with 211 sorts of people. It is always a pleasure to
talk to him, especially since in discussion one can get a few facts
for a change, instead of the eternal half-truth or rumor. Sunday
afternoon, Andy and I drove sround to see the town. The governor's
official residence, Christiansborg Castle, is a old fort which was
built there by the Danes centyries ago and has been restored. The
Governor of the Gold Coast is now in Lagos as Actine Governor of
Nigeria, so the place is vacant. From the outside, 1t looks quite
impressive; of course I didn't get inside., The castle is about the
only impressive thing in the city of Accra. The houses and govern-
ment bulldings are much smeller and, if possible, shabbier than
thelr counterparts in Nigeria. The private residences were incred-
ibly awkward constructions, with the exception of the house of the
Tezas Co.'s representative, which is built along modern American
lines. The town itself 1s smaller than Lagos, has no port and,
on the whole,little to recommend it except that the climete is drier
end not so hot as Lagos, "that pestilential island", as it was
described by a nineteenth century sea captéin. However, from the
point of view of the war, I don't need to tell you that of all the
ummentionable places in Africa, Accra is the most unmentionable.
It would be very interesting to be there for a short time. Although
Andy seems to assume that we will now =lways have a Consulate there,
I do not imagine that the Consulate will survive the war by very long.
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Last night I went out to a dinner at which the wife of the
Chief Secretary was nresent. She said she had been talking to Lady
Burns, the Actinz Governor's wife, and the latter had sald that the
ingide of Christiansborg Castle was very primitive indeed. In fact,
during their temporary absence in Lagos, some sanitary installations
are beinz made, which will give you zn ides of how crude it really was.
The Burns'es are not lookinz forward to returning to Accera particu-
larly, and every one here will be sorry to see them go.

To continue with the trip, after our tour around town,
we went to the FPan American - Ferry Command mess for dinner with
Col. Kemp, Major Geisendorf and Capt. Steve Gumport, who was also in
Lagos for &« while. WWe hsd s very pleasant time and afterwards attended
the movies, which unfortunately turned out to be two €f the ones T
had seen in Lagos less than & week before - "Ship Ahoy"™ and"Tortilla
Flet", TWhile both are good in the individual way, seeinz them twice
in a week was a hit too much.

Then back to Andy's again for @nother and final bull ses-
gion which lasted far into the night in epite of the fact that the
plane left at an sarly hour, The next morning we raced to the airport,
where the ticket checker didn't went to put me on the plane, but soue
kind supervisor overruled him, and off I went in a cloud of rain.

It was =till reining when I got to Laegos, just as it had been when T
left, and so ended a most pleasant and informative trip. It helps
enormously in coordinating the vork of the two offices to have this
personal contact, and even if it hadn't been for the ciphers, I think
the trip would have been well-worth the sovernment's money.

-—

'y bast letter was too short to tell you about a nice outing
T had a2 week ago last Sunday. lac znd I were invited out to abeach™ =
shack. Thig one faces on the ocean instead of on Targuah Bey, and so
instead of the usual swimming, we bsd surf boarding. It was the Tirst
time I had ever tried it, and although the results weren't spectacu-
lar, I think I di¢ pretty well for the Tirst time. The first couple
of times I tried it, I got the board in the wrong positicn and it
banzed me under the chin, T got e mouth and nose full of salt water
and locked and felt very foolish. I finally got the heng of it a bit
though and enjoyed it very much. The beach extended out a long way,

_and you can wade out a long way so s to get a good ride in., Once’

or twice I came in at what seemed to me to be express train speed

and was heaved up on the sand while still moving. As @ result, T
scraped my timmy on the board, but it was great fun, There is a ter-
riffic undertow there, and one has to be careful Bmot to go too far
out. It was a healthful diversicn for & change, =snd the only ill
effect was a long bruise m=m which showed un on my chest as a result of
hitting the board too hard at times.

The dinner referred to shove was ziven last night by Vrs,
Heigh-"ood and her husband and included the Granthams, as already noted.
The other couple who were there were botes, in my humble estimstion,

I had to hotrow & pair of black palm beach dress trousers from lac

for the occasion, since I don't have any light-weight evening clothes
here, much to my regret, I thought of it in Lisbon, but was afraid to
buy any becesuse I didn't think the Fortuguese tailors would do it
right. I wish now I had at least bought some materisl, but I didn't,
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so that's that, After dinner =t the Ikoyi Club, we went to a benefit
movie given by the Free French ladies of Lagos. The film was
Danielle RExizwx Darrieux in "Katia" and was given in French. I
don't think I would have understood very much if it hedn't been for
the English sub-titles, which picked me up vhenever I needed it.
I don't ever recall having seen Daneille Darrieux before, and I en-
joyved the experience very much. In spite of a few crudities, the film
was well done, and I found myself chewing my finger nails as the
expected denoyment approached.

E

I zuess that brings you up to date on me and what I have been
doing. I have been trying to think if there is any new way of telling
vou I love you. I can't seem to think of any, so I guess the straizght
unvarnished fact thst I do will have to be enough. Darling, wherever
I go, whatever I do, I always think how much more I would enioy it
if you were there to share it with me. I thought of you during the
trip to Accra, and of course you went along with me as slways: in the
pocket over my heart. When I see other women, I think how superior
you are toc them, - The boss can't understand why I am so disinterested
in the local ladies. . Two-sr-three-times he~hag told me that I shouldn't
let a certain Katie 0st, who works at the Secretariat, zet away. He
can't get it through his head that other wogmen than you just bore
me., I don't feel any need for their compeny. HHe can't understand,
because he 1s very much of a laediea' man himgelf, and in his wife's
absence hes the pleasure of squiring various différent girls around.
Alweys, so far as I know, in a very proper way, I hasten to add,
but the principle is that I am simply not interested. I am not deny-
ing myself because I think you would mind, becasuse I know you wouldn't,
being perfectly sure as you are that you are IT as far as I am con-
cerned. Nor do I do it because I don't trust myself. I feel strong
enough to resist any hlandishment and come through any experience
loving you more than ever. I just don't care to go to all the trouble
of erranging varties for ladies when it's much simpler and ususlly
more interesting tc have men in.

In other words, I am so wholly and completely yours that,
for =811 practical intents and purposes, the rest of the feminine sex
has ceased to exist. T don't know how 1t would be to be free again,
and I have no desire to find out. I would have to reorimnt my whole.
mammer of thinking if I were to heve to get used to the idea that you
had given me up. And it would certainly be a most painful process.
Practically impossible, and certainly not practicable. Please don't
make me have to, dearest. As I have said msny times before, you are
ny brillisnt ster, my hope for living and not just existing as here-
tofore, the goddess at whose shrine I worship daily. Sometimes I
think my thoughts are so incandescent that they must travel to vou
like radio waves and beat upon vour consciousness, but I fear the
transmitter isn't powerful enough, or you are not in a recwptive mood.
My darling, our time will come and is coming when these months of
waiting will be like & bad dream, vaniched in the munshine of a new
day. That i1s when 1life will begin.

I 2till haven't hesrd from Janie sbout her wedding and wonder
when il is to come off. I hope to write her with this meil. Send me
eny news you have. The mail hasn't come for about'e week, so there
is nothing new from home. God bless you, my dear one, and keep vou
safe for me,

¥ours always,
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